Gray scale ultrasound for the investigation of early pregnancy.
73 early gestations (6-14 wk) were investigated with gray scale ultrasound. 7 of them ended in spontaneous first-trimester abortion, and in all of these the findings were characteristic for spontaneous interruption of pregnancy. The remaining 66 continued to term. Regression analysis was performed with respect to the diameter of the gestation sac, the fetal crown-rump length, and the placental surface and thickness. The method is considered appropriate for the diagnosis of early abortion and the study of placental morphology and morphometry. On the basis of the results obtained with gray scale techniques, various concepts derived from B-scan observations (e.g. implantation locus and early twin observation) will have to be corrected.